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Abstract 
 
The purpose of this study was to analyze educational needs of art educators’ according to their gender and age. Besides, the 
percentage distribution of the educational needs of art educators’ towards their professional knowledge had been examined. The 
research had been conducted in all the secondary and high schools, including the vocational high schools affiliated to Ministry of 
Education in North Cyprus. The sample of this research had become from 54 art teacher. According to the results, there is no 
positive or negative significant difference between the art educators’ gender, age and their educational needs during the teaching 
process.  
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In general, the term ‘education’ has been defined many times.  All of the information acquired conscious or 
unconscious in order to suffer from the moment the person is born (Doğan, 2010). Education has entered in life 
many centuries ago. According to Noddings (2007), education has a strong and important structure because of its 
history. Education had concepts and there were also educational aspects before even 20th century. Questions asked 
on education by professional educators have created the educational theories of today. According to these 
explanations, it could easily be said that the teachers are playing key role in education. 
Taking into account the position of teachers in education, it is seen that they have many responsibilities. Being 
patient, being neutral to opposite opinions, taking care of their appearance, encouraging students, supporting 
students, being a good a model for students, being honest, being tolerant, being a leader, being a good observer and 
making students aware of the main ingredients of life, are some of teachers’ responsibilities. Thus, required 
attention should be paid for teachers (Çelikten, Şanal & Yeni, 2005).  
Art could be an ideal example for one of the most important ingredients of life that should be taught by the 
teachers. The reason why is, today people are facing with art in all areas of life. Today, art is a communication tool, 
industrial competence and political aspect that assist people to define them by writing a song, drawing something or 
dancing. Consequently, according to the reasons mentioned, art education is a significant lecture that should take 
place in all levels of curriculums (Atkinson & Dash, 2005; Baran and Maskan, 2011). 
    Art lessons are essential especially for children because of the reason that it assists to bring out children’s’ 
creative ideas. The art activities completed in art lessons affects children’s’ both physically and mentally. They 
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exercise their physical power while using art tools and mental power by thinking what to draw. Furthermore 
children become skilled at problem solving, assuming and designing by those activities (Mayesky, 2012; Pieri and 
Diamantini). 
The other point about art lesson is, when the children are set free to choose their own specific subject they 
become more brave, self confident and developed. In accordance, they gain creativity, which is a characteristic 
sought by most of the countries. Countries are paying attention to creative people with the aim of developing new 
projects. For example, governments are providing grants in order to encourage those who intend to prepare projects 
(Mercin & Alakuş, 2007). In one of the recent studies prepared towards students by United Nations, it is found that 
the students’ inadequate success in art has placed all the attention on art educators and authorities. Due to the study 
result, responsible people prepared a decree. According to this decree successful teachers would be rewarded on the 
other hand unsuccessful teachers would be punished or fired (Rothstein, 2010). 
Nick and Hedberg (2011) have prepared a study in America. The research was about art education, in the end of 
the study it is found that comparing to the year 1992, a considerable descend has been observed in the participation 
to art activities.  According to the researchers, American artists, cultural politicians, and art organizations are 
playing a significant role in raising the art activity participation rate.  
In the review of both national and international literature, problems are found about art educators. Especially the 
absence of researches on this specific subject in North Cyprus has demonstrated the main topic of this research. 
Accordingly, the aim of this study is to determine the educational needs of art educators during teaching. In this 
manner, it is attempted to find out answers to the following questions. 
1. How is the percentage distribution of educational needs of art educators during teaching? 
2. Is there a significant difference between gender and educational needs of art educators during teaching? 




 The study was conducted in secondary and high schools, including the vocational high schools affiliated to 
Ministry of Education in North Cyprus. The study was applied to (n=18) 33.3% male and (n=36) 66.7% female art 
educators in the second term of 2011- 2012 academic year.  
 The (n=15) 27.8% of the participants were between the ages of 30- 36, (n=25) 46.3% were between the 
ages of 37- 47 and (n=14) 25.9% were between the ages of 48-59. According to the results, it is observed that most 
of the participants were between the ages of 37- 47. 
Data collection instruments and application 
 In order to answer the questions aimed to be achieved, the “Educational Needs Assessment of Art 
Educators during Teaching” questionnaire has been developed.  While developing this particular questionnaire the 
subject is reviewed deeply in both national and international literature. Secondly, according to reviewed literature, 
statements were written and formed by professionals and experts. The questionnaire is becoming from two parts. 
The first part consists of art educators’ personal and demographic information and the second part consist of the 
statements aiming to determine the educational needs of art educators during teaching. Cronbach’s alpha value of 
the survey was calculated as .94. 
Data analysis 
 The data was analyzed with the SPSS 16.0 program. The percentage, mean, frequency, standard deviation, 
one way ANOVA, T-test techniques were applied with the aim of analyzing the gathered data.  
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3. Results 
The results are presented in the light of the answers provided to the survey by the art teachers. After analyzing 
gathered data, these results had been achieved: 
 
3.1. The statistical Results of Educational Needs of Art Educators During Teaching 
∞ 40.7% of art the teachers feel less need to prepare daily lesson plan and 3.7% of them never feel need to 
prepare daily lesson plan.  This result is demonstrating that the art teachers are not pay attention to prepare lesson 
plan, which is considerably important to observe the outcomes of the lesson.  
∞ 72.2% of the art teachers are feeling less need to state objectives at students’ level. This result means that 
students’ personal levels are not significant while determining the objectives.  According to this result, it could be 
said that students might not be interested in art lesson due to this problem. 
∞ 44.4% of the art teachers are feeling very much need to make sure that the study environment is fine for 
safety reasons. With this result, it is seen that art teachers are considering all the safety rules before the lesson, 
which could create serious dangers for students sometimes.  
∞ 51.9% of the art teachers are feeling less need to consider the students’ socio economic levels before 
preparing an activity. This result is illustrating that students’ socio economic levels are not important for teachers. 
This means it is not important for the teachers whether the students can afford the required materials by the teacher 
or not. 
∞ 66.7% of the art teachers are feeling less need to pay close attention towards student problems. This result 
is demonstrating that teachers are not very close to students. As a consequence, teachers might judge them without 
knowing what problems they are facing with.  
 
3.2. The Results of Educational Needs of Art Educators According their Gender 
The T-test technique was used to determine whether there is a significant difference between the gender and 
educational needs of art educators during teaching. The results of art educators’ educational needs according to their 
gender are presented in Table 1. 
 
Table 1. Statistical Result of Educational Needs of Art Educators During Teaching According to their Gender 
Gender N X  S Sd T P Explanation 
Male 18 2.465 .241 52 -.898 .373 P>0.05  
Not 
Significant 
Female 36 2.548 .349     
As it is seen in Table 1, there is no meaningful difference between art educators’ gender and educational needs. 
In other words there is no significant difference between males’ mean and standard deviation results ( X =2.465, 
p>0.05) and females mean and standard deviation results ( X =2.548, p>0.05). 
3.3. Educational Needs of Art Educators During Teaching According to their Age 
In order to analyze this particular object, the One-way ANOVA technique was used. The results of art educators 
educational needs according to their age has been presented in Table 2. 
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Table 2. Educational Needs of Art Educators’ during Teaching According to their Age 
Age N X  S 
30-36 15 2.49 .302 
37-47 25 2.50 .367 
48-59 14 2.56 .245 
Total 54 2.52 .317 
 
When Table 2 is reviewed, according to the results the mean and standard deviation scores, for the ages 30- 36 it 
is ( X =2.493, S=.302), for the ages 37-47 it is ( =2.509, S=.367), and finally 48-59 ages it is  ( =2.568, 
S=.245). In order to understand whether there is a significant difference between the age and educational needs of 
art educators during teaching, the ANOVA technique was used. The results of ANOVA are presented in Table 3. 





Sd Mean Square F P Explanation 
Between Groups 0.46 2 0.23 .221 803 P>0.05 Not 
Significant 
Within Groups 5.31 51 0.104    
Total 5.35 53     
 
    
As it is seen in Table 3., there is no significant difference (F(2;51)=.221, p>0.05)  between age groups and 
educational needs of art educators during teaching process.                 
 
4. Discussion & Conclusion 
Bearing in mind the importance of education, it could easily be said that it is one of the main ingredients of life. 
The reason why is, education begins at birth in order to survive. It could happen conscious or unconscious (Doğan, 
2010). On the other hand, the people responsible from teaching should be democratic, open-minded, patient and 
contender. Beside of these characteristics, there are many responsibilities that should be accomplished (Tan, 2007). 
As for this research,  according to the analyzes prepared with the aim of determining the educational needs of art 
educators during teaching, it is seen that most of the answers given to the questionnaire was “I feeling less need”, 
which proves that they need to improve themselves in order to be more effective. Also teachers are feeling less need 
to consider students’ socio economic levels which sometimes create predicament for both students and their 
families. Furthermore students’ learning levels are not recognized as a necessity while organizing the lesson 
objectives and plans. These outcomes are demonstrating that teachers do not pay attention to student aspects enough 
and as a consequence, it is thought that students are not involved in the lectures effectively. In order to overcome 
these problems, it is suggested to Ministry of Education to provide in service training for the teachers and providing 
more auditors to the schools in order to make sure that the teachers are accomplishing all the educational 
requirements that a teacher should achieve. Beside of the fact that teachers are not very close to student problems, 
they are also prefer lecturing without considering their special interests. Hence, the lessons are carried out according 
to teachers’ own perspective.  
On the other hand, in the study, it is observed that the teachers’ gender and age factors are not showing a 
significant difference on the educational needs of art educators during teaching. Hence, mainly the teachers’ gender 
and age are not reflecting a change on their educational needs. In other words, according to the results of this 
particular research, being male or female, young or old does not matter for their own educational needs. By figuring 
out whether teachers’ basic demographic factors gender and age affects their educational needs or not, the questions 
in mind related to educational needs are answered. 
X X
1072   Cigdem Hursen and Cansu Meryem Birinci /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  83 ( 2013 )  1068 – 1072 
In conclusion, visual art teachers’ position in TRNC is unsatisfactory. The results could have been more 
satisfactory due to the importance of this significant topic that is faced by human especially in today’s world. 
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